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When I was a child of almost 3 years old in southwestern Kansas, my mother and her sister were driving 

on a hot summer day in an old Model T Ford car. I was sitting in the seat between them when I was 

overcome with carbon dioxide fumes. My mother stopped and sitting on the car running-board began to 

move me about and praying that the Lord would spare my life, then she would give me back to Him. I 

opened my eyes and was breathing again, but mom forgot her promise. 

Growing up I learned the blacksmith trade from my father. At 17 years old I had my own blacksmith 

shop, 35 miles from home. I was opening my shop 2 weeks later and while I was turning the key, God 

spoke to me in an almost audible voice calling me to preach. I wanted to be found faithful so I went to 

school. 

I received a penny post card from Gabe Paxton who was the pastor of the Indian Mission in Shawnee, 

Oklahoma, asking me to join their mission when I came to school and I did. Later I realized I was lost and 

never asked Jesus to forgive my sin and come into my heart. With much prayer I did and Jesus saved me. 

I met Delores Wheaton who became my wife and together we surrendered our lives to share the gospel 

with Native Americans. We met Dr. B. Frank Belvin, Director of Language Missions for the Southern 

Baptist Home Mission Board. Dr. Belvin helped us and we were appointed as missionaries and we 

became missionaries to the Kickapoo Indians 7 miles west of Shawnee, Oklahoma. We were there for 8-

1/2 years and 3 of our children were born there. 

Then God called us to Ponca City for one year to work among the Ponca Indians. Then God called us and 

we moved to Hammond, OK to work among the Cheyenne people and during this time our last son was 

born. After 8 years God moved us to Havre Montana to work with the Gross Venture 2nd Cree Indian 

people. Four years later we felt God's call to the Lakota Sioux people at Pine Ridge South Dakota. We 

worked among them for 23 years until I developed Parkinson's disease and had to leave the active 

ministry.  

We retired and moved to Buffalo Gap SD where we lived for 23 years, until our health failed. We now 

live in Pine Hills Retirement Center in Hot Springs SD where we still serve our Lord as members of 

Cascade Road Baptist Church and showing God's love to other residents at the retirement center. 

I have shared all this with you to let you know that over all these years 1 Corinthians 4:2 has been our 

guide and hope. God has been faithful to meet all of our needs both physically and spiritually. This is all 

that God expects from His servants, that we be found faithful. My prayer for you is that you find the Lord 

Jesus Christ as your personal Savior and be faithful to serve Him every day of your life. You will find 

Him and His love faithful! 
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